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left his study for the Triumph of the Innocents and a good many
painting materials. He tells us that the landlord had failed
to keep the house in repair, with the result that " rain, moth
and rust had devastated the place and made it uninhabitable."
All the materials were seriously damaged, but by good
fortune the study for his picture had altogether escaped
harm. Arrangements had now to be made for a house
with a large room suitable for a studio, and Hunt decided to
build one for himself. During the progress of the work he
painted his picture entitled The Ship in illustration of
Tennyson's lines:

I hear the noise about thy keel;

I hear the bell struck in the night;

I see the cabin-window bright;
I see the sailor at the wheel.1

The idea for this had occurred to him during his voyage
through the Mediterranean, when he had made the neces-
sary sketches; and, in painting it, he made use of linen
purchased in the bazaar at Jerusalem. Alas, better had it
been for him had the linen showed its untrustworthiness on
this less important work, rather than on the great picture
that was shortly to be undertaken; unhappily it proved
itself amply strong for the painting of The Ship, and thus he
was persuaded to start The Triumph of the Innocents upon the
same material.

The reason for this use of linen purchased locally can be
given in a few words. Before leaving England he had
packed his painting materials in three cases so that on the
arrival of the ship they could without difficulty be trans-
ported from the coast of Palestine to Jerusalem on the backs

1 In Memortam, X,